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felicity in solitary retreats, in desert places, where, by severe and assiduous efforts of sublime meditation, they raised the soul above all external objects, and all sensual pleasures. Both men and women imposed upon themselves the most severe tasks, the most austere discipline ; all which, however, the fruit of pious intention, was in the issue extremely detrimental to Christianity. These persons were called Ascetics, and philosophers; nor were they only distinguished by their title from other Christians, but also by their garb. In this century, indeed, such as embraced this austere kind oflife submitted themselves to all these mortifications in private, without breaking asunder their social bonds, or withdrawing themselves from the concourse of men. But, in process of time, they retired into deserts; and after the example of tire Essenes and Therapeutee, they formed themselves into certain companies.
ASPERSION.    The sprinkling with water in the Sacrament of Baptism.    This our Rubric permits. 7hen the Priest shall take the Child into his hands and shall say to the Godfathers and Godmothers,
Name this Child.
And then naming it after them (if they shall certify him tliat the Child may well endure it) he shall dip it in the Water discreetly and warily, saying,
N, I baptize thee, In the name of the FATHER, and of the Son, and of the Holy GHOST. Amen.
But if they certify that the Child is weak, it shall suffice to pour Water upon it^ saying the aforesaid words,
N. I baptize thee, In the name of the FATHER, aixl of the SON, and of the Holy GHOST, Amen.
It is said by the Anabaptists that there is no authority in Scripture for thus administering the Sacrament of Baptism. But we find in the Primitive Church that although Baptism was regularly administered by immersion, yet in cases of sickness, where Clinic Baptism was administered, Aspersion was used, We conclude, then, that immersion is not essential to the Sacrament; and if sickness were an excuse for not immersing under certain circumstances, it is still a sufficient excuse, if in our cold climate to immerse our children would be attended with danger.